Sigma Phi Omega: President's Student Paper Award 
Purpose

The purpose of the SPO President's Student Paper Award is to recognize an outstanding manuscript written by an SPO student who is presenting the paper at the AGHE Annual Meeting and Educational Leadership Conference. 

Award

The selected student will receive a $200 cash award which will be announced at the SPO Annual Business Meeting.

Eligibility Criteria

At the time of submission, the student must be actively enrolled in an undergraduate or graduate program and a member of the SPO Chapter on their campus.  The paper presented for consideration must be based on an abstract accepted for presentation at AGHE’s Annual Meeting and Educational Leadership Conference.  Students may not submit the same manuscript for consideration for the AGHE Graduate Student Paper Award and the SPO President’s Award.
Selection Criteria 

Entries will be reviewed and judged by the SPO Awards Committee based on the following criteria:

· Significance: The paper should address an important gerontological topic. Papers may be theoretical or scientific in nature. Scientific papers should include conceptual framework, design, methods, analyses, and discussion. 
· Authorship: The student must be the first and principal author. A faculty member may be listed as a secondary author if the student chooses.
· File Format: The manuscript must be saved as a WORD or PDF file. 

· Style: The completed manuscript must be must be written in a concise scholarly manner with no spelling, grammatical, or typographical errors. 

· Length: The manuscript may be no more than 25 pages in length excluding references and tables. The manuscript must be double-spaced and include12-point font, and 1-inch margins.

· Citation Style: The manuscript must be correctly referenced using 6th edition APA format.

How to Apply

· An abstract must first be submitted following the same deadline as the AGHE call for proposals. See AGHE webpage for submission dates. On the abstract, the student should indicate their wish to be considered for the SPO President’s Student Paper Award. 

· Following notification of acceptance, the student must submit the full-text manuscript via email to SPOPresident@sigmaphiomega.org with the subject line: SPO President's Student Paper Award.  The deadline for submission of the manuscript to the SPO president is December 1, 2011. 
· The student must also mail or fax to the SPO office a verification form, signed by both the student and the faculty advisor, confirming that the student is enrolled in school full time and that the manuscript is the student’s work which will be presented at the AGHE Annual Meeting.

A Final Note
The SPO President's Student Paper Award was created in 2005 to celebrate the 25th anniversary of SPO. This award is funded entirely through donations. If you are interested in contributing, please indicate on a check to SPO that you wish your gift to support the President's Award. Send your donation to:

Sigma Phi Omega

1030 15th Street NW, Suite 240

Washington, DC 20005

Ph: (202) 289-9806     Fax: (202) 289-9824 

